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The 2020 hybrid Sportsman 
38, the newest yacht from 
Huckins Yacht Corporation in 
Jacksonville, was launched dur-
ing a pandemic, and with the big 
boat shows canceled, it hasn’t 
gotten a lot of exposure.

The company is changing 
that next weekend.

The Sportsman 38 will 
be docked at the Fernandina 
Harbour Marina July 24-26, and 
there is no charge for tours of 
the $1.3 million vessel.

“We’re just trying to get 
people to see it,” said spokes-
woman Sara Gielow. “Hopefully 
people will come by and take a 
look at it, of course, with masks 
on.”

Huckins is a third-gener-
ation company. It opened in 
1928 in downtown Jacksonville 
before moving to its current 
home on the Ortega River after 
World War II.

“They used to have to put 
the boats on railroad cars and 
bring them to the downtown 
dock to launch them,” Gielow 
said. “In the ’40s, they moved 
to this location on the Ortega 
River.

“They have been in yachting 
for a long time. They started 
building custom boats. In the 
’80s, they built a 70-foot sport 
fishing boat, which was the 
largest sport fishing boat at 
that time. They built an 80-foot 
yacht for someone who is 
wheelchair-bound.”

The Sportsman 38 yacht is 
different.

“The 38 is a new boat, but 
its look is based off a 1936 
Sportsman they built,” Gielow 
said. “The look is classic, but 
it’s a modern-retro feel. It’s all 
modern technology.”

The yacht is all-fiberglass, 
and is made from molds at the 
boatyard. But, what sets this it 
apart is its power.

“It’s a hybrid,” Gielow 
said. “It’s powered with two 
diesel engines and two electric 

Huckins launches newest yacht
Tour hybrid 
Sportsman 
38 July 24-26 
at city docks

motors, so you can switch back 
and forth between power. If 
you are on diesel, you can go 38 

mph. You can go fast.
“If you switch over to elec-

tric power, you can cruise at 7 

mph, but in complete silence, 
which is pretty cool to experi-
ence.”

The company plans to build 
more.

“Since it was built from a 

mold, we want to build another 
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Huckins Yacht Corporation’s newest vessel is the Sportsman 38, a 38-foot hybrid that can be powered by the dual diesel engines or the two electric 
motors.

HUCKINS YACHT CORPORATION

Frank Pembroke Huckins, top left, produced one of the world’s first planing hulls in 1928, and since then, his company has been building unique vessels in Jacksonville. The new 
Sportsman 38 was designed after the Sportsman 36, that was built by Huckins in 1936, right and top right. Huckins moved from its downtown Jacksonville location, left, after World 
War II to its new home on the Ortega River, where his granddaughter runs the family business.
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instructor availability. 
One lesson is $25 for city 

residents, $31 non-city. Four 
lessons cost $75 for city resi-
dents, $94 non-city. Lessons 
must be scheduled in advance 
with aquatics manager Kaitlyn 
Brown. Email kbrown@fbfl.org 
and include pool location pref-
erence (Atlantic pool or MLK 
Jr. pool).

• Scuba classes at the 
Atlantic pool have resumed, 
and the next available class is 
in August. 

Try Diving Experience, a 
one- to two-hour introductory 
experience that consists of a 
short classroom session and 
trying scuba in our pool with a 
certified scuba diving instructor 
or divemaster. Open to ages 8 
and up. 

Cost is $50 per person for 
city residents, $62 non-city; 
$80/couple city residents, 
$100 non-city; $150/group for 
city residents (up to six peo-
ple), $188 non-city. Scheduled 
at your convenience. Call 310-
3350 to schedule.

PADI scuba open water 

certification. Private and 
group instruction available. 
City course fee is $120 and 
includes administration and 
instruction (additional check-
out dive fee). PADI eLearn-
ing registration is $185 and 
includes online academic 
training, use of scuba gear 
and certification card. 

Participants must provide 
their own masks, snorkels, 
fins, booties and weight belts. 
Open to ages 10 and up. 
Additional information is avail-
able at the Atlantic Recreation 
Center.

• Atlantic pool (main pool 
only) is now open for lap swim 
and aqua aerobics only. The 
Atlantic kiddie pool is open 
with Monday through Sunday 
hours. MLK Jr. pool will remain 
closed until further notice. 

•Lap swim is available 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 6-9 a.m. and 1-4 
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday 
from 6-9 a.m. and 1-5 p.m.; 
Saturday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
Sunday from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Lap swim fees: $3/day for city 
residents, $5 non-city. Monthly 
rates also available.
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one,” Gielow said. “If people 
don’t like the hybrid power, we 
can build it with outboards.”

Cindy Purcell, owner and 
granddaughter of founder Frank 
Pembroke Huckins, is proud of 
the company’s newest unveil-
ing.

“Designer John Hall and I 
have both been in the business 
for 40 years,” she said. “We’ve 
always built custom boats on 
the similar hull my grandfather 
built. It’s a fast planing hull.

“Because we were building 
boats for everyone else and 
designing boats for everyone 
else, we decided we would build 
one using all of our knowledge.”

The Sportsman 38 is the 
result of that collaboration.

“It’s electric and diesel 
powered,” Purcell said. “It’s 
what we call a green machine. 
You can run this boat at eight 
knots, like a sailboat, with twin 
electric motors. If you want to 
go fast, you can run 38 mph on 
the diesel engines.”

Huckins had a lifelong pas-
sion for boats, according to 
Purcell.

“He’d always been interest-
ed in boats,” she said. “When 
he was 16, he built his first boat 
in his parents’ barn. When he 
was 21, he built another boat. 
After he went to Harvard, he 
was in engineering.

“He invented the first plan-
ing hull. He had worked on that 
design before he started in the 
boat business.”

Huckins was in the lumber 
business in Massachusetts 
before he started building boats.

“He came down to Florida 
during the lumber and building 
boom in the ’20s,” Purcell said. 
“When the boom went bust, he 
started building boats.”

The boat will be docked at 
the city marina all next week-
end.

“They can make an appoint-
ment to possibly ride on the 
boat if they have a strong inter-
est,” Purcell said. “There are 
lots of neat things on the boat.

“We will be at the dock, and 
there will be somebody on the 
boat all the time. All they have 
to do is come by and make a lit-
tle noise, and we’ll be around.”

Visit www.huckinsyacht.
com or call 389-1125 for infor-
mation on the company, the 
new hybrid Sportsman 38 or 
any custom-built yacht.

YACHT From 12

HUCKINS YACHT CORPORATION

The Huckins Yacht Corporation’s hybrid Sportsman 38 will be docked at the Fernandina Beach marina July 24-26. Visit www.huckinsyacht.com.
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