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always look forward to sea-trialing a

new Huckins vacht. Huckins' creations

are different and special, just like the

company, In a sea of manufacturers that Kﬂ':}'l."'-.-"ﬂ ,F{:}r_ C' 3 SSiC D‘C‘d |00k5

seem 0 navigate from one trend o the { 9 i

next, Huckins has never lost the patina Huckins makes & h|9 h-tech statement

of its rich history, 5till, in recant vears the i + B Py ™ riilm

vird has not shied away from alering Wlth Its new 56 LY Ay = Uyl

course a bit to satisfy a customer, Take

for example the new 56-fuol Linwood.

While the Linwood's pedigres stretches
back to Huckins' post war production, ber water jet
propulsion is a first for the vard,

The original Linwood model was introduced
in the late 19505 to satisfy demand for a fast, effi-
cient cresing vackt with spht accommodations—
captain forward and owner alt. The Linwood's
arrangement and lines were a refinement of what
had come before; her speed, efficiency and sea
kindliness were the hallmark of the brand. This had
been so since company founder Frank Pembroke
Huckins intraduced his *Quadraconic™ hull in 1928,
While the basic form has been tweaked a bit over
the vears, it remains true to FPH's origina; vision,

Tloe saune: can be said of (he 56% styling, which
shares many cuss with the original, but cuts a soft
er, more sophisticated silhoustte, To coll her design
retro would not be accurate, She is a Huckins with
lines that have purpose, born of a time when form
still followec function. Today, while many design-
ers in the marine and aulomotive fields are strain-
ing (o recapture the spirit and lavor of their past,
Huckinsg histary is an asset the builder has never
lost sight of. Now in the capable hands of FPH's
granddavghter Cindy Purcell and her husband,
Buddy, Hacking is nding a wave of interest in retro
vacht design by offering the real deal.

Photography by Shaw McCutcheon
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INTEGRITY IS AN APT
MNAME FOR THE 5&
LINWOOD'S BLUFF,
ASSERTIVE SILHOUETTE,




“A ROOM WITH A VIEW™ DOESN'T BEGIN TO DESCRIBE THE SALOOM/HELM; THE COMFORTABLE FULL-BEAM MASTER HAS HIS-AND-HER HEADS.

The Huckins' nameplate has always been well known to knowl-
adgeable yachtsmen, but these days a growing number are taking
more than an academic interest in the margue. Bill Higgins, the
305 vwner, 15 a prime example. In addition to suffering a life-long
passion for boating, he has enjoved business success in both the
marine and aerospace industries, In the 193805 Higeins founded
Force Engineering. which produced the high-tech Stiletto cata-
maran. He then parlayed his knowledge of composites into a
successiul aircraft parts business.

Althcugh Higgins was familiar with Huckins history, he had not
kept track of the vard's evoliution Intoe a modermn composile boal-
builder. Interest was kindled when he and his wife, Polly, spotted a
vinlage 56 Litvweod oear heir home on Florida's west coast. “Tha
boats styling and lavout caught our eve and the guality of her
construction impressed us,” says Higgins, “We e-mailed Huckins
that night and Cindy called the next morning suggesting she had a
boat at the yard we might want to see” After inspecting a recently
launched S8foot Linwood, the Higging' were sold—with one
caveat. "Waterjel propulsion was a must and Huckins had never
built a warerjet boat—I was afraid it would be a deal breaker”
says Higgins, Parcell consulted with her design team and agreed
to build the boat. Under the Purcells’ watch, Huckins approaches
new projects with an opsen mind, as contrasted 1o her grandfather,
& gentleman who was as opinionated as he was creative, “Today
our goal is to satisfy our customers without sacrificing our reputa-
tion ar performance,” explains Purcell,

When | visited with Higgins he had already logged more 700
nautical miles aboard his new hoat and was clearly satisfied.
“They nailed it” he said. While his wo previous vachis were
fitted with water jets, he insists the 5C is the best application of
the propulsion swstem he has put his hands on, “The Hamilton
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wiaterjel’s proportional controls allow infinite controllability,” says
Higgins. Flectronic throttle contrals move from neatral to forward
ot to reverse if it is necessary to clear debris from the water jets,
The whael and & separate set of hvdraulic controls manipulate the
waterjet buckets to affect steering and reversing, Using these con-
trolbs it is possible to do just about anything with the beat. including
walking It sidewavs—without engaging the bowthruster, Foran old
wheel-and-shaft guy like me, it took a bit of getting used (o, but it
was hard not to appreciate the 58' agility in capable hands. “It's
a bit like learning o flv a helicopber,” says Higging, sugdesting that
once you learn to hover, fixed wings are a limitation,

Crur seactrial data reveals that the water jets complement Huckins'
slippery Ouadraconic hull design. According to Purcell the only
modification e the form was a slight increase in deadrise from
four o seven degrees at the transom. This relatively efficient lif-
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ing surface combined with modest beam is the foundation of
Huckins' easily diiven hull. A high chine designed to lum back
spray defines a sharp entry forward. Given throdtle, the 56 lift-
ed evenly and planned off at approximately three degrees in 10
seconds. We reached a maximum speed of 315 knots in less than
20 seconds. Her 670 hp Cummins OQSM11s seem a perfect match. She
responds instantly to helm input and cut predictable, tght, high-speed
turns banking inkoard modestly—perhaps just a bit more than the
conventionally shalted Huckins | have run.

In all, she s a pleasure W0 command.
While the Higgins operate the boat
without crew, the 5B's split accommo-
dation plan appealed to them as they
occasionally cruise with guests. The
bridge area is arranged with helm and
companion seating forward and a seat-
ing area with a wet bar alt. Steps lead to
the cockpit, which measures more than
11 feet in length. A passageway adjacent
to the helm leads below to the split-
level szloon and galley area. A guest
staternom with a queen island berth is
forward. A full-beam master statercom
aft has a queen island berth and his/hers

heads separated by a stall shower,
Huckins was a pioneer in one-off
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Huckins is riding a wave of interest in
retro yacht design by offering the real deal

STEERIMNG: Taleflax
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Curmirnins f Panis

support is provided by
foam- cored fiberglass
stringers and hulkheads
The
fabricated
fashiomn,
virtually everything in-
house  from  composile
parls Lo interior joinery,

superstructure  is
in & similar

Huckins builds

Readings tak
in Stuart, Fla.. with 2/4 fuel sng 3/4
water and five adults and ownar's
gear aboard. Winds were from the
east at 20 knots. seas at two fest,

Much of the deck hard-
ware is cast from origi-
nal Huckins designs dat-
ing back to the 12405,

The 56 “fighting lady
vellow™ exterior finish is a satisfving choice compared with the
light gray that FPH insisted on: Purcell admits that some tracdi-
ticns are worthy of review. History buffs may also recall that FPH
favored relatively Spartan interiors finlshed in wood-trimmed,
painted surfaces, While he might have considered the 56's beauti-
fully executed, satin-finished makore interior extravagant, it is
in my view tasteful and conservative by today's too often garish
standards. Just what FPH thought of waterjet propulsion is a
bit more ditficult to pin down. Company history records some
mystery regarding his interest and participation in the develop-
ment of the technology, but given the 536' performance Purcell is
convinced he would be pleased. Given the feel of her controls, |
should think so

If vou are looking for a boat with a unique pedigree, exquisite
performance and a look and feal that is unlike anv other, there is
gnod reason to give Huckins a call. Should you become a Huckins
owner, you will be one of a small cadre of passionate vachtsmen
who, like Frank Pembroke Huckins, prefer marching to the beat of
a different drummer—in this case, a pleasant tune indeed. 3
Coritact, Huckins Yaches, (904) 380-1125; anow huckinsvacht com

v, yashiingmagapneg, com



